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REPORT OF THE TRUSTEES FOR THE YEAR 1899 

The Treasurer's statement given above exhibits in detail 
the receipts and disbursements of the Museum funds for the 
year 1899, and shows the amount of money spent in operating 
the Museum (exclusive of purchases) to have been $128,155.55. 

The statement of the Finance Committee shows how the 
different Museum funds in their hands are invested and what 
income they yield. 

The Museum has reached the end of the year without 
debt; this satisfactory result is due to the strict economy 
which the Trustees exercised over all the departments of the 
Museum, their policy having always been to incur no debt, and 
to keep within the limits of the income at their disposal. 

VISITORS 
For two years past, since the construction of the east 
wing began, the Eighty-second street entrance to the Museum 
has been closed to the public, causing much inconvenience to 
uptown visitors, who have to walk several blocks farther down 
in order to reach the southern entrance; thus many persons 
have given up the attempt to reach the Museum. Notwith- 
standing this, the number of visitors this year exceeds that of 
last year by 28,662. The total number of visitors recorded last 
year by the turnstiles was 511,398 and this year is 540,060. 

ANNUAL MEMBERSHIP 
This is one of the Museum items of income which the 
Trustees have relied upon since 1879, and desire to increase 
from year to year. It is very gratifying to them to report 
that although ten per cent, is about the average yearly loss of 
members which the Museum sustains by death, resignation, 
removal from the city, and other causes, nevertheless new 
members have always come in to fill the vacant places ; and in 
1899 the number of new members far exceeds that of the 
preceding years. Last year the total number of paying mem- 
bers was 1,865 while this year it is 1,973. 
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SANITARY CONDITION 
The health of the employees and the sanitary condition of 
the Museum are most satisfactory. Heating, lighting and 
ventilation are all in perfect order. The very few cases of 
illness among employees this year compared with those of 
former years show the value of the separate sewerage system 
for the Museum which was introduced last year. The Presi- 
dent of the Park Department and the Comptroller of the city 
deserve our thanks for their valuable co-operation in this 
hygienic improvement. 

NEW WING 
Work on the new addition to the Museum building has 
been pushed forward rapidly during the summer, and the 
Trustees had every reason to hope it would be enclosed, and 
ready for interior work before winter. But a prolonged strike 
originating among the workmen, and not involving their em- 
ployers, suspended the continuation of the building before the 
close of the autumn, and it is now probable that the arrival 
of cold weather will forbid the completion of the roof at pres- 
ent. This is greatly to be regretted, as during the winter the 
interior work cannot be carried on and much valuable time 
will be lost. 

EDUCATIONAL WORK 

The Museum's educational influence is to some extent 
seen in the large number of schools, private and public, 
from the city and from towns and villages which visit 
the Museum. Occasionally schools (having as many as 300 
pupils) spend the entire day at the Museum receiving instruc- 
tion. Art students and copyists are also increasing steadily 
every year. The number of permits issued to copyists in the 
Department of Paintings during the year has been 571, in the 
Department of Sculpture 496, and in the Cast Department 50. 

The necessity of establishing a molding atelier when the 
new east wing is ready for occupancy becomes every year 
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more evident from the number of applications which the Trus- 
tees receive from museums, colleges, libraries and schools 
throughout the country for casts of sculptures on exhibition in 
the Museum. This urgent desire to obtain casts should be 
met as soon as. possible. At the same time the molding atelier 
should become a legitimate source of income to the Museum. 

GIFTS 

During the past year the number of gifts to the collections 
of the Museum far exceeds that of last year. A full list of 
them will be found in another part of this report. Among 
the more important gifts are the following: 

The sum of twenty thousand dollars, the income of which 
to be used exclusively for the purchase of objects of art. 

From Mr. Robert Minturn Grinnell a fine silver vase pre- 
sented by the British Government to Mr. Henry Grinnell for 
his munificence in sending an Arctic expedition in search of 
Sir John Franklin, the officers and crews of the English ships 
"Erebus" and "Terror," between the years 1850 and 1855. 

From Mrs. M. A. Hartstene a gold medal which her hus- 
band, Captain Hartstene, U.S.N., received in 1855 from the 
Legislature of the State of New York, accompanied by a vote 
of thanks, on his return from the Arctic regions in search of 
Dr. Kane. Also a sword with a richly chqsed blade which 
was presented to Captain Hartstene by Queen Victoria in 
person, at Portsmouth,-in 1856. The hilt of this sword is of 
carved ivory ornamented with jewels set in gold, the scabbard 
with rich raised work in gold. 

A fine large silver vase with gold and enameled work, 
manufactured by Messrs. Tiffany & Co., for exhibition at the 
Columbian Exposition, and known as "The Magnolia Vase." 
Presented to the Museum, through Messrs. Tiffany & Co., by 
the owner of it, whose name is, at his own request, withheld 
for the present. 
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BEQUESTS 

Mrs. Anna Maria Winters. 

Four pieces of statuary with their pedestals, and a col- 
lection of laces. 

Joseph H. Durkee. 

A numismatic collection containing about 8,000 ancient 
Roman, Arabic, East Indian and Chinese coins, in gold, 
silver, copper and other material. (Not yet catalogued.) 

Charles E. Tilford. 

$25,000 to be paid at the death or re-marriage of his 
wife. 

Cornelius Vanderbilt. 

One oil painting, by Turner, "The Grand Canal at 
Venice." 

Charles P. Daly. 

Seven oil paintings. 

William H. Webb. 

Two pieces of statuary and an oil painting. 

THE JACOB H. LAZARUS SCHOLARSHIP 

Mr. George W. Breck, the second holder of the Jacob H. 
Lazarus Traveling Scholarship, has just completed his third 
and last year of study abroad, and is soon expected home. In 
the year 1899, the Committee, composed of a number of emi- 
nent artists of this city, whose Chairman is Mr. Frederic 
Crowninshield, awarded the Lazarus scholarship to Mr. An- 
drew T. Schwartz, and he has already left for Rome. 

The principal of the scholarship is $24,000. It was founded 
by Mrs. Amelia B. Lazarus and her daughter, the late Miss 
Emilie, in 1892, in memory of the late Jacob H. Lazarus, a 
distinguished American painter. A competition for obtaining 
the scholarship is held every three years. The successful can- 
didate receives $1,000 per year in quarterly installments. He 
must spend sixteen months in Rome, eight months in different 
places in Italy, and twelve months in different parts of Europe. 
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The competition is open to unmarried men only, in the United 
States. 

LECTURES 

The winter course of art lectures given at the Museum 
during the months of December, January, February and 
March, in conjunction with Columbia University, began as 
usual on the first Saturday of last December and continued to 
be very largely attended by appreciative audiences, the large 
majority of whom were women. 

CORNELIUS VANDERBILT 

The Trustees, in concluding their report of the year 1899, 
record with deep sorrow the death on the twelfth day of 
September of their late associate, Cornelius Vanderbilt. He 
was elected a Trustee in 1879, appointed Chairman of the 
Finance Committee in 1883, and elected Chairman of the 
Executive Committee in 1884, and during that whole period 
he was never absent from a meeting while in the city. He 
gave his personal attention to the responsible duties of his 
positions with clear intelligent appreciation of the importance 
of those duties, and with the warmest interest in whatever con- 
cerned the good of the institution. His gifts, great as was 
their value to our collections of works of art, were exceeded in 
value by his judicious, constant and unwearying services in 
building up the Museum from youth to its present power 
among American institutions. 

LIBRARY 

The number of books irf the library on the thirty-first day 
cf December, 1899, was as follows : 

Bound volumes 5,669 

Portfolios : 156 

Unbound volumes, reports, catalogues and 
pamphlets .' 553 
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The additions to the library during the past year have 
been as follows : 

By purchase 199 volumes 

By presentation 108 volumes 

including gifts from Mr. William L. Andrews, Miss Mary H. 
Avery, Mr. Samuel P. Avery, Mrs. John Crosby Brown, Gen- 
eral L. P. di Cesnola, Mr. John D. Crimmins, Mr. Peter Marie, 
Mr. Henry G. Marquand, Dr. A. B. Meyer, Mr. Clarence B. 
Moore, Mr. Edward S. Morse, Rev. W. T. Roberts, Dr. Luigi 
Roversi, the Government of the Netherlands and Mr. Ash.er 
Wertheimer. 

The following donations have also been received: Dr. J. 
Ackerman Coles, photographs of testimonial sent to Admiral 
Dewey and the Admiral's letter of acknowledgment ; Mr. John 
D. Crimmins, an engraving of Sir Martin Shee, by W. T. Fry. 

The number of artists, students and visitors who have 
visited the library during the past year is greater than in any 
previous year. 

Cards of admission to the library may be obtained by 
applying to the Director of the Museum, or to the Assistant 
Librarian, as heretofore. 

By order, 

HENRY G. MARQUAND, 

President. 
L. P. DI CESNOLA, 

Secretary. 

New York, January 31, 1900. 



